Kalamazoo organizations to protest benefits decision

 

Beginning Wednesday, June 13, Citizens of Kalamazoo and other concerned citizens will gather at Kalamzoo's City Hall to protest that city's decision to take away domestic partner benefits beginning July 1. The groups hope to convince the city to follow Michigan State University's lead in finding alternative ways to continue to offer health insurance to the families of their gay and lesbian employees.

 "The Michigan Court of Appeals did NOT say that health insurance coverage for domestic partners is illegal," said Santiago Lopez, Steering Committee Chair of the Kalamazoo Alliance for Equality. "The Court said that public employers cannot use criteria that recognizes the domestic partner relationship. In other words, a public employer can provide coverage using alternative criteria like Michigan State University is doing. So when Kalamazoo says that it is illegal to cover domestic partners or that the Court said they cannot do this; that is not correct."
 

The rallies will be held from Noon - 1 p.m. on June 13, June 20 and June 27 at the City Hall at 241 W. South Street in Kalamazoo. Please bring signs and be prepared for whatever weather conditions prevail. For more information contact The Kalamazoo Alliance for Equality at 269-978-2063 or email info@kalamazooalliance.org. 

 

These actions are supported by The Kalamazoo Gay & Lesbian Resource Center, The Kalamazoo Alliance for Equality, PFLAG Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Pride, The Office of LBGT Student Services at Western Michigan University, The ACLU, Michigan Equality, and the Triangle Foundation.

